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ARTS COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes
July 13, 2016, 6:00 p.m.

Kennewick City Hall Council Chambers

1. Call to Order

Ms. Moran, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

2. Roll Call:  Linda Moran, Candice Bluechel, Barb Carter, Jenna Higley, Paul Scharold, Jason Watson

Excused:  Linda Bauer, Doug Gast

Staff present:  Terry Walsh, Director of Employee & Community Services

Isa Quintanilla, Recorder

3. Visitors

No visitors this evening.

4. Motion to Approve Agenda

Ms. Carter made a motion to approve today’s agenda.  Ms. Bluechel seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

5. Motion to approve the June 8th Meeting Minutes

Mr. Scharold made a motion to approve June 8, 2016 minutes.  With a second from Ms. Higley, the motion 

carried. 

6. New Business

Ms. Moran introduced Ms. DeSteese our newly appointed Arts Commissioner.  She shared her story; she is 

employed at Columbia Basin College in the Media Services Department, has a degree in Graphic Design and 

enjoys being a part of creative projects.  She commented that she will probably retire in this community and 

would like to see it beautified and enhanced.  Ms. Bluechel added that Ms. DeSteese is an excellent 

photographer.  Each Commissioner took a moment, introduced themselves and also shared how they came to 

be with the Arts Commission and why they do what they do.  

7. Unfinished Business

a. Synergy Art

Synergy Art, an art piece located at the Tri Cities Visitor and Convention Center, 7130 W. Grandridge Blvd., is in 

desperate need of repair.  The art is scratched and the paint has lost its integrity.   There may be some warped 

pieces and dimples are appearing.   KAC contacted Artist Joseph Rastovich to repair the piece. Joseph and 

Michael Rastovich built the art piece together, however Michael Rastovich (father) held the contract.  J. 

Rastovich submitted a quote in January, however, since two colors are now being requested, the quote changed,

and significantly higher.  Ms. Carter has been in contact, mostly by telephone, with a regional expert, Jack 

Anderson from the Walla Walla Foundry.   She sent Mr. Anderson pictures of the Art, areas that need to be 

corrected.   

He had many concerns:

 The cost of removing the art from its location and taking it to Walla Walla and then returning it.

 After taking it apart and putting it back together,  it may be something the original artist had not intended

 He is mostly concerned about having full support of the Artist.

 Mr. Anderson commented that in most cases, art is not changed unless an artist gives permission.

 Mr. Anderson submitted a bid to repair the art in the amount of $25,800 and that does not include for 

contingencies that may occur.  He is also concerned that there is proper support within the structure.



Kennewick Arts Commission Meeting Minutes– July 13, 2016 Page 2

KAC agreed that there are a lot of concerns regarding the repair and are questioning if can be made right. In 

addition KAC may consider asking other organizations for their financial support to repair the Art.  Ms. Bluechel 

had previously met with Artist Tom McClelland who expressed his concern; if the art was moved which the best 

way to repair it; there may not be proper support within the structure.  If that is so, once it is moved, it may fall 

to apart, fall to pieces.  We will not know until it is taken apart.  At the time the piece went in, two or three 

groups were struggling with it.  They wanted a more literal piece of art.  They trusted KAC at that point.  Many 

colors were looked at, and the Artist did have a concern about the color, until it surfaced that KAC is now 

requesting two tones.  Ms. Bluechel commented that if KAC agrees to spend $25,800, KAC might as well 

purchase a new piece of art.  

Ms. Moran stated that the occupants of the building need to be contacted, to help make a final decision.  Right 

now, they are not happy with that art piece.   She also recommends contact should be with Michael Rastovich, 

since he held the contract and receive in writing, that the Rastovich’s do not have a problem with the change of 

color.

It was also suggested to remove the Art and contact Artist C.J. Rench and ask him to place a logo on the art.  Ms. 

Carter commented that Mr. Rench has a production crew who may be able to help out.  

After further discussion, Ms. Bluechel made a motion to go back to Joseph Rastovich with a letter for Michael 

Rastovich to sign, giving approval of the color change and go forward with the new blue color.   Also, to ask what

would be the cost for a color change in the inside, allowing two options.  With a second by Mr. Scharold, the 

motion carried.  

b. Timeline for 4th & Columbia Center Blvd. (Art Project)

Ms. Moran is asking for a timeline for this art project, to set a date to complete this year.  The location is a pie 

shape piece of land at the corner 4th Avenue and Columbia Center Blvd.  The new look will include basalt 

columns (to be taken from the corner of Quinault and N. Center Parkway), fish art and river rock.  The City has 

agreed to remove and re-locate the basalt columns.  There are approximately 50 basalt columns, various 

heights, to choose from.   The City has possession of four or five clusters of fish art, previously displayed on 

Canal Drive which was removed due to continual destruction of the art.  The City has also repaired some of the 

fish art.  The next step is for KAC to present a design and submit it to the City for approval.  Commissioners 

Watson and DeSteese will work on this project together.  They will create a design to include basalt columns, 

fish art and river rock.  They will select the basalt columns, decide how many and which columns will be 

removed and re-purposed to the 4th Ave and C.C.B location.   They will also determine the amount of river rock 

needed for this project.  It was not clear which Opportunity Zone this area falls is in.  Mr. Watson claimed this 

location which is now included in the Canyon to Canyon Opportunity Zone, which he represents.   Mr. Watson 

and Ms. DeSteese will bring this back for discussion at the next meeting.

Ms. Walsh stated that this is a huge opportunity for the Day of Service event where a group of volunteers work 

on projects throughout the City.  If the design is complete by next month, the volunteers could possibly lay the 

river rock in September.  The basalt columns can be placed at a later date.  After it is set up KAC will contact 

Artist Tom McClelland to inquire if he would like be a part of placing the fish art...

8. Commissioner Reports/Updates/Opportunity Zones

Ms. Carter attended the Port of Kennewick Commission Meeting and received an update on Vista Field project.  

During the public comment time, one of the question asked was, ‘do you think it would be better to have art 

incorporated in this particular building, or have it as a separate item’.  Ms. Moran suggested they read a book 

titled, The Night Circus that would be the clock she recommends.  Ms. Carter will pass her request to the Port of 

Kennewick.  They would still like to meet with KAC.  They are still moving forward with the project.  Ms. Carter 
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informed KAC that she went on public record stating that there needs to be a major piece of art, a vertical piece,

in Vista Field that will serve as an icon for the whole thing.  They keep NOT including the vertical piece, yet, they 

all agree they want this.  Ms. Carter would like to see the Vista Field project set aside $100,000 for this project.  

Ms. DeSteese will review the Opportunity Zones and decide which Opportunity Zone she is interested in 

representing.

9. Comments

The Art Map, created by Ms. Higley, will be updated.  Item #22, the Fish-A-Flying art (previously on Canal Drive) 

will reflect the address change, to be moved to 4th Avenue & Columbia Center Blvd.   Item #25, 5-Corners Art, is 

now complete, it will be called Native Grasses.  As soon as the weeds are pulled, Mr. Scharold agreed to take a 

few photos and forward to Ms. Higley.  Ms. Higley will work with Rohanna Carmichael, City of Kennewick, 

Economic Development & HR Specialist, in the Employee & Community Relations Department, to assist in 

updating the Art Map.  Ms. Higley will also research printing prices for the Art Map as well as the Arts Brochure.

Mr. Watson presented the Kennewick Arts Brochure.  He asked what size would best for distribution.  Ms. Walsh

stated most developers down load packets electronically.  However, KAC could display brochures in the Planning

Department.  Ms. Carter suggested to place a poster on the wall of the Planning Department.  Ms. Walsh will 

seek Planning Department approval.  The Port of Kennewick and the Tri-Cities Cancer Center have requested 

copies of the brochure as well.  The Brochure will not list a telephone contact number: it will have the following 

email address: arts@ci.kennewick.wa.us

Ms. Carter commented that the website Americas for the Arts has a section of sample contracts.

Ms. Bluechel asked when does KAC want to start working on the ‘critters’ in Lawrence Scott Park.  Currently, 

there is not enough in the budget to fund the project.

Ms. Moran asked who is the contact for reviewing Arts Commission By-Laws.  She would like to take an 

afternoon and work on these needed updates.  Ms. Quintanilla suggested City Clerk Terri Wright.  She will 

forward her contact information to Ms. Moran.

Arts Commission
2016 Month Date Time

Wed January 13 6:00 PM

Wed February 10 6:00 PM

Cancelled 
Wed March 9 6:00 PM

Retreat Saturday March 26 9:00 AM

Wed April 13 6:00 PM

Wed May 11 6:00 PM

Wed June 8 6:00 PM

Wed July 13 6:00 P

Wed August 10 6:00 PM

Wed September 14 6:00 PM

Wed October 12 6:00 PM

Wed November 9 6:00 PM

Wed December 14 6:00 PM

It appears someone has placed ‘yard art’ in one of the art pieces, located on 45th and Olympia.  Mr. Watson will 

remove, or have it removed. 

10. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Isa

Isa Quintanilla, Recorder
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