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TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
June 9, 2016 

 
Members Present: 
 
  
Chairman, Ken Hohenberg (Chief of Police) Alisha Piper (COK Traffic Technician) 
Secretary, John Deskins (COK Traffic Engineer) Doug Carl (School District) 
Vince Beasley (COK Fire Dept.) Greg McCormick (COK Planning Director) 
Trevor White (COK KPD) Ken Lattin (KPD Traffic Unit Sgt.) 
Dale Daniels, Citizen Representative) 
Jim Thoelke (Ben Franklin Transit) 
 

Cary Roe, Public Works Director 
Bryan Thorp (Benton County) 
 

Members Absent:  Lisa Beaton, Mary Heather Ames 
 
COK Staff Present: 
Amy Lynch (COK PW Administrative Assist.) 
Steve Plummer, (Eng. Services Manager 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Ken Hohenberg called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and welcomed all 
present.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

The agenda for this meeting and minutes for the March 10, 2016 meeting were 
provided.  Motion was made and seconded to approve the March 10, 2016 Traffic 
Safety Commission meeting minutes as written.  Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Canal Drive Speed Survey Results and Recommendation 
John reported there was a speed review request by Councilman Trumbo, to change 
Canal Drive from 35 mph.  We did some analysis and road counts and found that the 
85th percentile speeds were about 41 mph there was one segment of road where 
drivers did speed up between Volland and Neel slightly more up to 44 mph. A citizen 
had come to council the week before to share concern about potentially raising the 
speed along the route, pointing out that Canal Drive is a key route for bicyclists and 
pedestrians and that increasing the speed would potentially be detrimental to those 
users. Further, because the roadway is almost entirely residential and generally has 
no center left turn lanes for driveway and intersection movements, the 
recommendation was to keep the lower speed segments at 35 mph for safety, but 
consider raising the segment between Volland and Neel, which has almost no 
access points, to 40 mph. It was the consensus of the committee though that this 
road should be consistent and stay at 35 mph. It is a wrong message to send to 
drivers when the speed fluctuates.  The other point raised was from the police 
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officer’s perspective where there is a “cushion” that each officer evaluates each 
driver’s speed. Drivers will take that cushion and apply it to the 40 mph.  Doug asked 
where Canal Drive fits in moving the city east and west.  John stated that it is a 
minor arterial, and the actual ADT is in the 6,000 – 8,000 range.  It’s significant, but 
yet more than capable moving traffic at that speed.  Recommendation is to keep 
Canal Drive at 35 mph and provide City Council with this recommendation. 
 
B. Cascade Street Speed Survey Results & Recommendation 
John was contacted by Delsa Love, who asked this committee to review the speed 
limit and consider dropping it to 35 mph.  He explained that this segment of Cascade 
Street is not that long, has some vertical challenges and not a very wide street.  It 
has narrow lanes and no shoulders. There are many homes in this area and this is 
also a school walk route.  We took speed studies manually, and the speeds come 
out at between 34 and 36 mph. John stated that this is another instance where the 
residential nature and other factors described, that he would recommend changing 
the speed limit from 35 mph to 30 mph.  Cary suggested that if you posted it at 30 
mph, you wouldn’t put the police department on the spot to give tickets.  Ken 
suggested that we lower it to 30 then do another speed survey later to see what 
changes.  John said he drove this road last night at 30 mph and it didn’t feel terribly 
wrong. All agreed that we should lower this section of Cascade Street to 30 mph. 
 
C. School Issues –  
 
a.  Edison Elementary –  There was a request from the principal to find a way to 
ease traffic congestion on Dawes Street.  There is a continuing problem in the 
afternoon when school is let out.  Alisha said that we have looked at striping at the 
intersection.  Doug asked about a turn lane if the school could acquire some 
property and asked how much would be needed.  We would want to see at least a 
15 ft. inbound lane at 4th & Dawes and mimic the ramp that’s on the west side, and 
widen at the throat.  It may be a cost effective solution to taper on the east side.  Ten 
years from now this will still be an issue.  Cary suggested that the School District 
and Public Works sit down together and work towards a long term solution.   
 
b.  Southgate Elementary – Keller Street Crossing -  There was a request from the 
school to put in a crosswalk on Keller St. to help facilitate the problem.  We did a 
survey to see if students were using it.  There were 20 in the morning, 54 in the 
afternoon, most are drop offs.  Elementary schools tend to be this way.  We told 
them we would support that, but don’t have the funding and the means to construct 
ADA ramps and signage.  Cary asked if the school is manning this location at all, as 
it is important to have some presence at the crosswalk to make sure the children get 
across safely. Cary also asked where does this fit with the overall school priorities 
for traffic safety?  Trevor suggested that we talk to the parents of the school, and 
have them drop their kids off at the east side, but it was noted that both sides were 
already being used. Cary suggested that crosswalk markings and signage plus ADA 
ramps could be supported by the City to help the school to get kids across the street, 
but that ultimately the initial funding would have to come from KSD.  Doug pointed 
that he has no idea what has been done management wise to solve this problem.  
Cary asked Doug to initiate this discussion with the principal of Southgate 
Elementary, then wait and see if we should move forward.   
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c.  Westgate Elementary –  Removal of parking on east side of Conway Street -  As 
part of that reconstruction Conway is going to be widened to the east.  We’ve 
suggested that we remove the parking from that area.  The building has off street 
parking, which would not change.  Biggest impact will be the people using the 
ballfield at the evenings.  We are putting in a left and right turn lane here for 
southbound traffic on Conway which should help school traffic.  John wanted to 
share this change with the committee. 
 
D. CDBG Grant submittal by end of June -  Cary explained that Public Works 
has historically taken advantage of this block grant funding.  At this point, we need to 
make a decision.  On Clearwater, there are not a lot of crossing opportunities 
currently and we could put in rapid flashing beacons at several locations.  Steve 
indicated that the TIB process opens in August and they do have a sidewalk 
program that is geared towards pedestrians, which would support the beacon 
crossings too.  John said another location would be at Winco where the new housing 
project is going in.  We are trying to get people who don’t have cars to and from the 
grocery store safely.  Economic Development has some interest in a location on 
Washington Street at Kennewick Avenue, possibly with a curb extension. We will be 
looking at all of these opportunities and finalizing our submittals. 
 
E. New Roadway Cross Sections (draft form) - John reported that we are 
considering revising the City roadway cross sections.  We want to get the City 
facilities all within the City right of way including street lights, fire hydrants, and 
sidewalks. John explained the drawing showing the different roadway cross 
sections. Cary said that one issue is that the changes can impact lot size and lot 
yield.  That is the only reason to not do this change as it is important to get our 
facilities back within the right-of-way.  Greg pointed out that in the smaller infill 
developments that issue was raised and would create a problem with the ROW 
being expanded.  We want to be developer friendly and wish to encourage that.  
John said that we want to make sure that the sidewalk grades are matched to the 
street, unlike what was done at Southridge. This ensures ADA compliance for 
grades and makes it easier to provide proper bus stops for transit passengers. Cary 
said there are programs called Complete Streets that are intended to treat all modes 
of travel more fairly and provide for sidewalks and bike lanes.  Adopting a complete 
streets ordinance would help the city get certain grant funding, and staff will be 
attending training on this soon. 
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
1. Grant Opportunities: 
 a.  Safe Routes to School Grant needs & opportunities. -  Cary explained that 
a subcommittee did meet and submitted a list to both of these funding agencies.  
 
 b.  Pedestrian/Bicycle Grant Needs & Opportunities – same as above 
 
2. Washington Street Rail Crossing - We have been pushing for a long time for 
this one.  Transit has requested that this railroad line is not being used, and should 
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be posted as “Exempt”.  We have made the signs and gotten approval from the 
WUTC, but then we had to get the railroad to agree.  Happy to say this was finally 
done after several years of struggle and effort.  The school district can now drive 
through this site without stopping also. 
 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
A. Project Updates 

i. Clearwater Safety Project Phase 3 Update.  Our intent is to widen the 
Union and Clearwater intersection and create a double left going north 
and south on Union.  We want another bus pullout in front of Winco.  We 
would like to install a C curb at 395 and Clearwater, as there a lot of 
collisions here. This one is coupled with the Clearwater Phase 3 project. 
As you approach CCB from Clearwater, there is another Starbucks at 
the corner. It is supposed to be a right in only, but it is not used that way.  
This is an accident waiting to happen.  These three locations are the 
three that we call Safe Clearwater.   
 

ii. Clearwater & Arthur RRFB & Median Update -  The intersection 
improvement has been completed.  Flashing beacons and ped crossing 
were installed and a new bus pullout was created just west of the 
intersection.  Improvements have met their task and it is much safer, but 
still needs some work.  The City has met with the adjoining property 
owners to see if they will allow us to align the driveway access with 
Arthur Street on the south side.  All other driveways would be closed.  
We are in the process of putting this project together hopefully, before 
school starts in the fall. 

 
iii. Citywide Safety Project - Signal Timing Update -  John reported that we 

are working on traffic signals on 10th Avenue, 4th Ave, Kennewick Ave., 
and Gage Blvd. next week with our consultants.  We will be improving 
the timing plans and pedestrian times. 
 

iv. Edison Street Widening Update – Cary reported that the west side of the 
street has been widened.  This is still an on-going project.  Poles will be 
coming down in the next 30 days or less.  East side widening is finished.  
That will get paved, then moving down to the north end of the project.    
Also making a signal modification at Clearwater and Edison.  Night work 
all next week. 
 

v. SR395/Ridgeline Drive  -  Cary reported that we have selected a 
consultant.  Steve Plummer is the lead on this project.  This is a grade 
separated intersection, on and off ramp, estimated cost,  21 million 
dollars.   
 

vi. Steptoe/Hildebrand/Bob Olson Parkway & Clodfelter Road -  There has 
been much conversation about the configuration of roads.  Steptoe 3A 
and 3B have been completed.  We are in the next phase of this project.  
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This street will be named Bob Olson Parkway, to recognize Councilman 
Olson for his 28 years of service to the City of Kennewick.  The school 
district is close to completing their middle school on Clodfelter.  The City 
is in the process of investigating an underground tank the size of a 
railroad car to see if it can be removed easily from the alignment or if 
there will be more remediation work involved to eliminate hyrdrocarbons. 
We are hoping that is not the case.  Awaiting results from the testing. 

vii. Duffy’s Pond Path & Columbia Drive Streetscape -  Has been 
completed.  On the north side of Columbia Drive, will be widening the 
sidewalk, landscape improvements and decorative lighting.  The Port is 
moving forward with their wine village.  The wine effluent system will 
likely occur in 2017 once they start going vertical.   

viii. Fire Station at 10th & Kellogg – Emergency Beacon -  Vince reported that 
the completion date will be in July.  Grand opening is set for August 22nd.  
3:30 p.m.  John indicated that there is a new fire beacon heading 
southbound on Kellogg, which will stop southbound traffic in advance of 
the fire station while turning the lights southbound green at the traffic 
signal.  The idea is to make sure when the emergency vehicles are 
enroute, they get out safely and efficiently.   

 
B. Top 25 Crash Statistics for 2015 -  John ran through the handout list.  Clearwater 

and Union was at the top of the list while Clearwater and Arthur was fourth.  
Remember these are 2015 statistics and so these are crashes prior to the 
changes we have made at this intersection at Arthur.  We will monitor this 
location over time.   

 
OTHER DISCUSSION 
 
Alisha shared with the committee that Benton Franklin Council of Governments is 
doing our roadway segment traffic counts.  We should be getting the results in the 
next few months.   
   
Turning moving counts at intersections are being performed by a different contractor 
that the City has hired.  This was finished last week and we will be getting the 
information soon.  Cary explained that the City hopes to get an on-going count 
program started that would occur every two years. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next Traffic Safety Commission meeting is scheduled for September 8, 2016 at 
8:30 a.m.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Deskins 
Secretary 
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