Budget Committee Meeting Notes
May 10, 2016

Attendees:

Committee members: Mayor Steve Young; Mayor Pro Tem Don Britain and Councilmember Greg Jones
Staff: Marie Mosley, Dan Legard, Ken Hohenberg, Lisa Beaton, Craig Littrell, Jessica Foltz, Terry Walsh,
Evelyn Lusignan

Media: None

Visitors: None

Absent: None

1. Sales Tax Update:

Dan Legard provided an update on sales tax receipts for April of 2016. Receipts in April were up
6.5% from April of 2015. For the year, sales tax receipts were up 7.2% through April. Year to
date figures are heavily influenced by new construction, which makes up about 2% of the overall
increase.

Mayor Pro-Tem Britain inquired about what was driving results. Dan Legard responded that the
City continues to see growth in base sales tax revenue, but is also continues to see strong sales
tax results from auto dealerships and from new construction including the school district’s two
new schools and other remodels.

2. Potentially Dangerous Animals:

At the request of Elaine Allison of the Benton-Franklin Humane Society, this item was deferred
to the June 7, 2016 Budget & Admin Committee meeting.

3. Uber Update:

Jessica Foltz provided the committee with an update on discussions that have occurred between
staff and representatives of the ride sharing company Uber regarding the City’s licensing and
other regulatory requirements for “vehicles for hire” and drivers. Ms. Foltz and Commander
Scott Child from the Police Department have taken the lead in these discussions on behalf of the
City. Ms. Foltz provided a video that discussed some of the challenges of regulating Uber, LYFT,
and other similar ride share companies that exist in the market. In summary, these companies
do not want to be regulated in the same way as traditional taxis or other vehicles for hire have
been historically.

Ms. Foltz explained that staff recognizes that ride sharing companies do have some inherent
differences from traditional vehicle for hire companies and identified areas where staff would
recommend accommodating those differences within the City’s code. However, the underlying
concern is still public safety with vehicles for hire or ride sharing companies, and to move to a
system where no regulation exists for ride sharing companies wouldn’t be acceptable.

Discussion ensued amongst the committee. Mayor Young commented that Uber is extremely
convenient when travelling and that ideally we could have it in the Tri-Cities as well, but that



this is a matter of public safety and City Council has consistently stated that public safety is its #1
priority. Council members Don Britain and Greg Jones agreed. The committee asked that staff
remain as flexible as possible in working with Uber without jeopardizing public safety. The
committee also stressed that it would be inequitable to ask the City’s other vehicle for hire
companies to follow regulations designed to enhance public safety and not ask Uber to do the
same.

Ms. Foltz indicated that staff will be meeting with Uber representatives again soon and that the
City Council would receive another update in the future, most likely at a workshop.

Diversity Commission:

Marie Mosley provided the committee with an update on the status of the Diversity Commission
and updates to the application form that the Interview Committee would utilize for this
commission and other board and commission positions in the future.

Mayor Young commented that he like the references section that had been removed. Ms.
Mosley stated that this could be added back to the form.

Ms. Mosley clarified that staff is recommending that the Interview Committee not have a citizen
liaison for purposes of selecting the Diversity Commission, as some in the public have inquired
about.

The committee supported the changes to the application form and agreed that a citizen liaison
may unnecessarily complicate the selection of commission members.

Annexation Program:

Marie Mosley provided a brief update and some history to the committee on the City’s
annexation program. Ms. Mosley inquired about the committee’s position on City staff
approaching the Tri-City Heights and other areas in the western portion of the City about
annexation. Many of these areas are surrounded by the City.

Dan Legard provided information on the revenue that the City would receive as a result of
annexation as well as costs of annexation for the City, which primarily consists of ongoing costs
of providing service and capital costs to bring the areas up to City standards for water, sewer
and street infrastructure. Dan reminded the committee that in many cases, the City is already
providing services to these areas and incurring operating costs to do so. Also, not all capital
costs would need to be incurred immediately and in some cases, the improvements could be
funded through local improvement districts or through latecomer agreements.

Discussion ensued amongst the committee. Council member Greg Jones asked for clarification —
would the City be pursuing annexation or just hosting an open house to gauge interest in the
annexation?

Marie Mosley responded that the City would begin by hosting informational meetings/open
houses.

The committee supported the idea of gauging interest from the neighborhoods through open
houses or other informational meetings.



Columbia Park Conveyance Strategy:

Marie Mosley and Lisa Beaton provided the committee with an update on the City’s progress
towards conveyance of Columbia Park. The City recently met with USACE and their legal
representation.

First Night Tri-Cities Agreement Amendment:

Marie Mosley provided an update to City Council on a proposed amendment to the City’s First
Night Tri-Cities agreement that would secure the Southridge Sports & Events complex as the
event site. The committee responded favorably to the agreement.

Ms. Mosley and Lisa Beaton indicated that they wanted to bring the item to the committee
because of potential concerns that may arise from the residential areas surrounding the Sports

& Events complex about noise.

Mayor Young commented that noise is a valid concern, but he believed the neighborhood would
be more understanding because expectations are generally different on New Year’s Eve.

The committee asked that this item be discussed at a workshop during the next committee
update before the full council.

Next Meeting Date:

The next meeting for the Budget & Administrative Committee is currently scheduled for June 7,
2016.



